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Mexico corrmuption ™

Wiretaps called c‘mﬁrm“ﬁﬂﬁ,’ig ok radu

of dishonesty

By Joa Standefer

and J. Stryker Meyer

Stalf Writers . s

The CIA has been conducting a
wiretap operation In Mexico that has
corroborated allegations of corrup-
tion among law enforcement and po-
litleal officlals tn that country, 7he
San Diego Unidh has learned.

The CIA's cooperation in drug in-,

vestigations is a recent departure
from its traditional role of intelli-
gence-gathering, sources say, and re-
sulted from pressures generated by
the kidnap-torture slaying of Drug
Enforcement Administration agent

in poli

Enrique Camarena Salazar last year .

in Guadalajara.
Pollcy differences recently sur-

faced between the CIA. which began .

passing information relating to drug-

related corruption to the DEA, and
Department of Justice lawyers, who
are planning future prosecutions.
The CIA passed along the incrimi-
ndting conversations for “intelll-
gence purposes cnly,” said one
source, while the Justice Department
wants (o use the wiretapped conver-
sations as evidence In any cogrt i:

als that arise from the current iV
St 248

tigations.
The wiretap operatio,

i“$ay done.

-

without the knowledge of ‘the:Msxi. .

can government, the sources sald, be-
cayse of fear that the operation
wblld be-endangered.

US. Attorney Peter K. Nunez was

sourf
g; pbe in a
* Country's lawgn

cepelectéd:of fiddals
cailed {6"Washington, D.{flas( week -
to discuss the.cads, the Stﬁ‘ées said.
Nunqz would 5ot comment’ on his_*&.
trip, bu: uthelr"_owrc d méhe spff
agency Is no lofiger pr infor-~
maticn to the DEA, ¥ <. .- i

The extent of the wiretap opera-
ton could not be.cohfitmed.. Al- .
though one source in the intelligence
comgunity séld it involved taps on’
the telephones of ‘sayeral high gov-
ernment officialy, othef's shid. the: inv: -
formatiop passad to thei[JHA, came
from’a tap onsthé Mexico Clfy tale..,
phone of a UK citizen in contast’”

- with numerous:police offielals, staté®:

o.’ﬁc}als and dfitg traffickers.
“If the CIA¥S doing more, they're
not telling DEA,” said a Justice De--
partment offigfal who wouid not
spoak for attribjtion.
A spokesman’ for the CIA yestor-
day had no coniment. 4
. The wiretap of the American citi~

zen ralses a legaf question,

For wiretap -evidence gathered in

a foreign jurisdiption to a.used ina
US. court,, a:-Jistiée - Departmeént
“u:aa_‘? said, the wiretap generally
gprdance with that

added, in thémtass of Mexico —
bers of government
#d:t0 be in Jeague
ers - to apply for
a legal wiretag'might be tantamount
¢0 alprting theduspects. o

Continyed
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The source said there was no dis-
pute betweem the CIA and Justice
Department. but merely discussion
about how far the C1A would be will-
ing to go publicly. including possible
disclosure of methods of operatiofs.
1o autheaticate the wiretaps. The
Justice Department needs to knww
that information before any prosccu-
uon is undertaken. the source saud.

Another source said the wie-
tapped conversations gathered n
Mexico are notable [cr their candor.

“There's no pretense, no subtlety.”
said the source. “They just sav,
*Bring 20 kilos of s--- (theroin) here by
wmorrow or I'il have your b—-s cut
off. No cute talk like in the US.
where people might say, ‘How many
oranges do you wang? ™

The cooperation of the CIA in a
drug investigation has been 3 raruy
until recently.

Many DEA field agents and super-
visors who have worked in foreign
countries relate stories about past
cases where a drug trafficker has
been largeted. only to have the C1A
intervene and discourage the investi-
gation on grounds that the trafficker
was working for tbe spy agency.

That was pussible because law eq-
forcement agencies working in a for-
eign coantry must report the names
of their foresgn miormants lo the
CIA ation chief at the counlry’s
U S. embassy.

This massive investigative effort
was undertaken after the kicnapping
aond tortureslaying of DEA agent
Caroarena, who was seized oo a Gua-
dalajara streel on Feb. 7. 1985,

“Operation Levenda™ is the name
of the year-and-a-half investigation
into the Camarena murder. “Leyen-
da” ts Spanish slang tor “lawman.” a
nickpame by which tke gung-to
Camarena was known to Lis col-
leagues. The inavestigation ircluded
presenting evidence before a federal
grand jury in Washington, D.C, last
vear. The probe receqtly shiiited to a
federal grand jury in San Diege and
is headed by two special prosecutors
from Departmect of Justice head-
quarters.

Sources say U.S. investigators in
Mesico reached and otberwise Jevel-
oped so maay contacts that they did
not keep the ClA fully infort:ed of
their aclivities.

Anter tugh-level discuss:ons, the
sources say, the DF.A agreed to make
the CIA aware of ther icformaats
and the spy agency, mn turn. agreed to
provide to the DEA information it
developed pertainiog to the Camare-
0a killing or tc drug-related corrup-
tion in Mexico.

The interagency cooperation
comes gearly {ive years after Presi-
dent Reagan signed Executive Order
12333 on Dec. 4. 1981. authorinag the
C1A to “collect. produce aed dissemi-
nate intelligence on foreign aspects
of narcotics production and traffick-
iog

But the order ircludes clear Lim.
lations o what the CIA can do when
its surveillance involves a US. cigj.

zen1n a [oreige country.

It requres the CIA to use “the
least intrusive collection techaiques
feasible” and expressiy prokubits the
use of sucii techiiques s “clectronc
survellance. urconsenied physical
search or monuering dewices unless
tkey are .. approved by the altorney
geoeraj.”

The order states that such approv-
al s not to be granted “uniess the
attorney geperal has determined in
each case that there 15 probable
cause to believe the (surveiilance
technique is directed azainst a for-
€ign power or an agent of a foreign
power.” -

A Justice Deportment spokesman
vesterday refused corn

CIA spokesman (; :
yesterday said the agency has a
standing policy against discussing its
operations and. therefore, would not
comment publicly on the wiretap
allegaticns.

But a senior intelligence official
said the US. intelligence community,
including the CIA. collects informa-
tion on narcotics and passes it on Lo
other guvernment branches. includ-
ing the DEA

The official, who spoke oa the con-
dition that be not be identified. sajd:
“Narcotics in Mexico is not (the
CIA's) cupcake. Other organs of the
United States government are deeply
ecmesbed 134"

The State Department and DEA
lead the US. anti-drug effort 10 Mex-
ico, including the gatheriag of par-
ceucs-related intellicence. the offi-
cial saud. acding tkat the CIA's role is
to pravide narvotics wiormation that
otker agencies cannot get.

.The clhiciat gevitned to say
whether that includes informsuon
from wircteps, electrenac Intercopts
or uther {orms of surveiliance.

AD adouistratiog offlca)l faruliar
with US intelligence activities 1
Mexico said yestercay, “You bet .
tthe ClAi collects information on
n;frconcs (there agd :r olher nations:
IUs one of the agenty’s priorues.”
The adirmistrat.on official also de-
clined W be idenufied

White House spokesinan Dog
Mathis sad he s absolutely certan
there 1s an exchaage of drug-related
Informalon between the Slate De
partmer. the National Secarity
Council and the DEA. But he had ro
comment og any CLY role.

DEA Administrator John Lawn
was in Palermo. Sicily. yesterday
and could oot be reached for com-
ment. DEA Public Affairs spakes-
man Williara Alden said the agency
would make no comment.

Contridbwting to this story were
Copley News Service Washington
correspondents Benjamin Shore and
Marcus Stern.
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